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HONORING SONYA ROMERO 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with great 
pride to honor one of our exceptional teach-
ers, Ms. Sonya Romero from Lew Wallace El-
ementary School in Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico. 

Sonya Romero is a bilingual teacher who fo-
cuses on early childhood education. She is a 
candidate for National Board certification; she 
serves on the state’s NMTEACH council; and 
was recently appointed Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the Albuquerque Teachers Federation. 

A teacher for the past 20 years, Sonya has 
worked at Lew Wallace Elementary located in 
downtown Albuquerque for the last 10 years. 
The small student population is represented 
by a wide variety of cultures and languages. 
Three out of every four students qualifies for 
the National School Lunch Program. Many of 
the kids are from families that are homeless or 
rely on housing assistance; and they struggle 
with food insecurity. 

The tightknit Downtown community is also 
home to everyday heroes who will do anything 
for students, colleagues and neighbors, includ-
ing rallying around families in need; locating 
desperately needed services; packaging food 
in back packs for the weekend; inviting par-
ents to have a free breakfast with their son or 
daughter; spending their own money on 
clothes, shoes or school supplies; and even 
inviting an illiterate mother to sit in during story 
time to help her learn to read. 

Several months ago, some of her former 
students were placed in a dire family situation 
causing Child Protective Services to intervene 
with the intent of placing the two sisters with 
a foster family. Sonya and her teenage son 
made the decision to take the girls into their 
own home and they have been there since. 

Sonya and Lew Wallace Elementary School 
were recently featured on ‘‘The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show’’ and received $20,000 from 
Target. Sonya is grateful that her story is 
shedding light on the roles that many teachers 
embrace for the benefit of their students. She 
considers her work and that of her fellow 
teachers very special and views this recogni-
tion as a community celebration. Sonya re-
minds us that most teachers are not just pro-
viding instruction, but are deeply committed to 
the overall well-being and success of their stu-
dents. They overcome challenges, and create 
a secure and trusting environment for our chil-
dren. 
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CANDICE CODR 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Candice Codr 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Candice Codr 
is an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge 5-8 and re-
ceived this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Candice 
Codr is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Candice Codr for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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TRIBUTE TO JACK HAWKINS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 24, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Jack Hawkins attends Pearland High School 
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: in your 
opinion, what role should government play in 
our lives? 

The most important reason I believe Amer-
icans should be involved in the political 
process is because of the right we were given 
to vote for the leaders of our country. One 
reason I believe this is a crucial role of citi-
zens is because with this right it allows us to 
vote into office the people who we believe 
will pursue and advocate effectively what we 
as citizens are needing from our city, state, 
and federal government. This right is one of 
the primary reasons our great nation was 
founded, so that people could live in a de-
mocracy and advocate to officials what they 
needed instead of having a monarchal (or 
more commonly today) a dictatorship classi-
fication of government speak for them. But 
more importantly, I believe citizens should 
exercise this right because we have thou-
sands of soldiers stationed all over the world 
helping to both defend this right for our 
country, and try to help others achieve the 
type of democratic government that we pos-
sess and believe in so prominently. Therefore 
by exercising this right, it is a small way to 
show our appreciation and gratefulness for 
our troops by exercising this right that they 
are fighting for so valiantly. 

The other important reason I believe 
Americans should be involved in the polit-
ical process is because with the election of 
our nation’s leaders it is has repeatedly 
proven by history that through former polit-
ical leaders, specifically past American 
presidents, the United States has made sub-
stantial positive differences in both domestic 
and international affairs. For example with 
the election of Franklin D. Roosevelt who 
transformed the country’s economy. With 
the enacting of his New Deal policies Roo-
sevelt was able to provide millions of Ameri-
cans with jobs and economic security there-
fore helping America incredibly through the 

Great Depression. Also America has made 
major strides in international affairs such as 
through President Obama who with the aid 
of America’s top military leaders and the 
United States’ Navy SEALs team was able to 
kill Osama bin Laden, the leader of the ter-
rorist group Al-Qaeda who was responsible 
for horrific acts including most infamously 
the bombing of the Twin Towers on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Although it has not stopped 
Al-Qaeda completely, President Obama along 
with his esteemed colleagues made American 
history and showed the strength of the 
United States as an international power. The 
United States is the by far the best country 
in the world and it is repeatedly shown 
through the election of our country’s leaders 
who throughout history and in the future 
will continue to show America’s greatness 
both domestically and internationally if the 
citizens of our magnificent country continue 
to take an active role in America’s political 
process. 
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CONGRATULATING LEROY AND 
OVIA MARIE MCGINNIS ON THEIR 
65TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Leroy and Ovia Marie 
McGinnis on their 65th wedding anniversary. 
They were married on March 3, 1950 in a 
courthouse in Arkansas. Although they were 
young, their love for one another was uncondi-
tional. In fact, Leroy was so intent on marrying 
the love of his life that he spent the last four 
dollars to his name to pay for their modest 
ceremony. Worried of what their families might 
think, Leroy and Ovia Marie kept their mar-
riage a secret for several weeks. 

Soon after marrying, the young couple 
moved to Cuba, Missouri, where their love and 
affection for one another continued to grow. 
They have raised six children together, and 
Mr. McGinnis still serves as CEO of McGinnis 
Wood Products, a very successful business 
that he founded in 1968. 

Again, I want to wish Mr. and Mrs. McGinnis 
a Happy Anniversary and many more years of 
joy! 
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HERMANTOWN FIFTH-GRADERS 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize three very compassionate fifth- 
grade school children for their leadership in 
protecting us against the silent killer of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. The students who have 
stepped forward to meet an important commu-
nity need are Bryanna Kliegle, Alexa Aagenes 
and Ani Jovanovich of Hermantown Middle 
School. 

I don’t think I have to remind anyone that 
winters in Minnesota can be very cold. We 
Minnesotans are hardy souls and deal with it. 
But with the cold temperatures, there is a si-
lent killer that unfortunately creeps into our 
communities every year as people try to warm 
their homes. This killer is called carbon mon-
oxide poisoning. 
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